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fondling his pets, while the headsman stands ready
to receive orders for the execution of the minister's
enemies. Executioners did not hold personal in-
terviews with prime ministers, and the picture, which,
like many others of the time, was intended to illus-
trate the wickedness of the Cardinal's nature, was
not taken from life.

There is little to say of his ordinary modes of life.
Fond as he was of display, his every-day existence
was simple enough. He was temperate in his eating
and drinking; his infirm health would have compelled
moderation, and he had no taste for excess. His
life was always dignified and decorous. By his
enemies he was accused of every vice, and his rela-
tions with women were not omitted in the catalogue,
but Richelieu was too absorbed in the cares of State
to give much time to pleasures of any sort.

For the most part, he was a kind though a rigor-
ous master. Those who were faithful in his service
had no occasion to complain that they failed to
receive not only just but liberal reward. They had
to bear, indeed, with a master who was exacting in
his demands, who spared others no more than him-
self, and who at times indulged in fits of passion not
wholly in keeping with his religious dignity. It was
said that the Cardinal sometimes beat his servants;
if he did so, this was not a thing repugnant to the
customs of the time. For a gentleman occasionally
to cane his valet was quite in conformity with the
usages of good society. Richelieu's enemies said that
he sometimes beat not only his valets, but his asso-
ciates in public office, but the truth of this we mayhey received.    His his testament ami the Loire became
